WHAT IS CLAIMED: 



1 . A level comprising: 

a wall frame structure integrally formed from an open ended section of a 
hollow metal structure, said wall frame structure including a pair of elongated 
exterior operative surfaces, each of said operative surfaces connected with a pair of 
transversely spaced exterior flange surfaces generally defining a width of said 
operative surfaces; 

a pair of exterior angular surfaces extending from each pair of spaced flange 
surfaces in converging relation with one another; 

a pair of exterior central surfaces each integrally connected with an 
associated one of the angular surfaces, said central surfaces being spaced apart in the 
direction of the width of said operative surfaces a distance less than the width of said 
operative surfaces, wherein said central surfaces are generally parallel with respect 
to each other; 

said pair of elongated exterior operative surfaces, said pair of exterior 
angular surfaces and said pair of exterior central surfaces cooperate to define an 
outer periphery of said wall frame structure, the outer periphery having a generally 
I-shaped configuration; 

an end member closing the opening at each end of said wall frame structure, 
each end member having structure cooperating with the configuration of said wall 
frame structure so as to be fixedly secured in closing relation with respect to the 
associated end of said wall frame structure; and 

a level indicating vial system having structure constructed and arranged to 
cooperate with the configuration of said wall frame structure to fixedly secure the 
level indicating vial system therein; 

said wall frame structure having a hand hold assembly within longitudinally 
elongated aligned openings in said central surfaces, said hand hold assembly having 
structure constructed and arranged to cooperate with the configuration of said wall 
frame structure to fixedly secure the hand hold assembly within said elongated 
aligned openings so as to present a hand hold opening through said central surfaces, 
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wherein said hand hold assembly includes an inner core of relatively hard 
material and an outer layer of elastomeric material. 

2. A level as defined in claim 1, wherein said level indicating vial 
system includes a horizontal level indicating vial assembly within an opening in one 
of said operative surfaces, and a pair of vertical level vial assemblies within aligned 
openings adjacent said end members. 

3. A level as defined in claim 1, wherein said operative surfaces are 
planar and parallel. 

4. A level as defined in claim 1, wherein a length of said central 
surfaces between the pairs of angular surfaces is greater than a length of said angular 
surfaces between said flange surfaces and central surfaces. 

5. A level as defined in claim 1, wherein each end member includes an 
inner core of relatively hard material and an outer layer of elastomeric material, 

wherein each end member includes an end portion extending 
outwardly of an adjacent end edge of the wall frame structure, each end portion 
having a pair of generally rectangular-shaped stand off members extending 
transversely therefrom adjacent each operative surface, the pair of stand off 
members having a substantially similar height from the end portion, and each end 
portion and stand off members thereof being formed by the outer layer of 
elastomeric material, and 

wherein each end portion has parallel exterior oppositely facing 
operative end surfaces forming continuations of the operative surfaces, the end 
surfaces extending from an exterior transverse rear surface thereof to an inwardly 
extending end edge, and the end edges extend perpendicularly from the end surfaces 
toward each other and are formed by the inner core of relatively hard material. 

6. A level comprising: 
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a hollow body formed from a metallic material, said body having 
openings at the opposite ends thereof and including i) a pair of generally parallel 
exterior operative surfaces, ii) a pair of generally parallel central wall surfaces, said 
central wall surfaces being perpendicular to said operative surfaces, iii) angled 
surfaces extending from each end of said central wall surfaces and forming an 
obtuse angle with respect to said central wall surfaces, and iv) a flange surface 
extending between said angled surfaces and said central wall surfaces; 

an end member closing the opening at each end of said hollow body; 

a level indicating vial system carried by said hollow body; 

said parallel central wall surfaces each having longitudinally 
elongated aligned openings; and 

a hand hold assembly mounted at the elongated aligned openings and 
presenting hand hold opening surfaces extending through the aligned elongated 
openings in said central wall surfaces, wherein said hand hold assembly includes an 
inner core of a relatively hard material and an outer layer of elastomeric material. 

7. A level as defined in claim 6, wherein said hand hold assembly is 
made from two mating halves. 

8. A level as defined in claim 6, wherein each end member includes an 
inner core of relatively hard material extending into the respective opening at each 
end of the hollow body, and an elastomeric material overmolded onto a portion of 
the inner core disposed outside of the respective opening, said elastomeric material 
having protrusions extending outwardly therefrom so as to protrude beyond the 
flange surfaces on one side of said hollow body to provide elastomeric workpiece 
engaging surfaces. 
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